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My research focuses on 18th-and 19th-century French art and culture, and I am especially interested in issues of creativity, sexuality, gender, and, more recently, travel and cultural exchange.  In my research and teaching I take a broad approach to visual culture that includes not only painting and sculpture, but also gardens, book illustration, material culture, performance, and the graphic arts.  My aim is to give the art works I interpret a place in both the past and present; I try to elucidate and respect the historical specificity of the past, while interrogating its visual culture through current interpretative practices. I have developed this approach in three books, all from the University of Chicago Press: J.-H. Fragonard: Art and Eroticism (1990); The Exceptional Woman: Elisabeth Vigée-Lebrun and the Cultural Politics of Art (1996) and Moved by Love: Inspired Artists and Deviant Women in Eighteenth-Century France (2004).  My most recent publication is an edited volume: Cultural Contact and the Making of European Art Since the Age of Exploration, University of North Carolina Press, 2010. I have two new projects: Enchanted Islands: Picturing the Allure of Conquest in Eighteenth-Century France, and a co-authored book with Professor Melissa Hyde: Women In French Art: Rococo to Realism, a project for which we won the Mellor Prize.  Other current interests include turquerie and cultural exchange in the eighteenth century, and Medusa as figure and symbol.
